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Since the dawn of history, the success of any military force has depended largely upon its logistical 
support or, more specifically, upon its supply system . . . And when that line of supply breaks down 
or stretches too thin, defeat is inevitable. History gives us classic examples in Napolean's retreat 
from Moscow and, within our times, the defeats of German armies in North Africa and of the 



Japanese in the Pacific. In each case, though numerically superior, their inability to supply forces in 
the field were decisive factors in their defeat. 
 
It might well be noted that many of the things we take for granted are dependent on the 
functioning of the Supply Squadron, for without supply we would have no food, clothes or fuel for 
keeping warm. There would be no transportation and no fuel, ammunition and spare parts for our 
aircraft. As an effective military unit we could not exist. 
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